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How to build when the mountains are calling

The expanded Chicken Ranch Casino Resort in 
Jamestown, Calif., lies in a spectacularly  
beautiful corner of California — nestled at the 
base of Table Mountain, a stone’s throw from  
Yosemite National Park and the Sierra Foothills. 
To pay homage to the stunning landscape, the 
building’s design from Worth Group Architects 
blends into the mountain and connects guests 
with the environment. That intent translates 
to numerous benefits for future visitors, and 
many challenges that Suffolk overcame in 
constructing a complex design in a remote 
location — all while the current casino remains 
open and operational. 

To achieve the seamless transitions between 
the building and the mountain, the Chicken 
Ranch buildings have a three-tiered hybrid 
structure, with balconies stacking in a sawtooth 
pattern in the side of the hill and alternating on 
every floor. The site itself is rocky and steeply 
sloped, with slab on grade construction up to 
level three. The Suffolk team supervised an 

extensive blasting process for excavation, while 
at the same time undertaking a collaborative 
coordination approach for the building’s 
exterior. 

The exterior of the building consists of fiber 
cement, aluminum panels, Exterior Insulation 
Finishing System (EIFS) and stone, with varying 
geometry thanks to the sawtooth lines. The 
two towers, with a restaurant at the top of the 
east tower, also have their own geometry, plus 
plenty of line movement in the main entrance 
and podium portion. Working with the Chicken 
Ranch design team and the trade partners, 
the Suffolk team used shop drawings to create 
coordinated layout drawings. That process 
helped the team determine challenges and 
solutions surrounding the tie-in of different 
materials. It also created a single point of truth 
from which all project stakeholders can use and 
build, leading to the baseline for a 3D model 
with accurate project geometry, coordination, 
and consistency.
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By the numbers

138,000 
Total square feet of 
curtain wall glazing 
systems 

8,500 
Total square feet of 
self-tinting electrochromic 
exterior glazing

9 
Total stories, making the 
Chicken Ranch Casino Resort 
the tallest structure in  
Tuolumne County

698,000 
Linear feet of  
post-tensioned cable, 
totaling 181 tons
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WALL LAYERS COLOR CODE LEGEND

ACM-200 Composite Metal Panel - JLR Red - 2''

FC-300 Nichiha - Woodgrain Series - Vintagewood 1818, Spruce - Matte - 1 1/8''

Concrete

E1 EIFS Finish - Sand Pebble, SW-6100 Practical Beige - 2''

FC-400 Nichiha - Woodgrain Series - Vintagewood 1818, Spruce - Matte - 1 1/8''

FC-500 Nichiha - Woodgrain Series - Vintagewood 1818, Bark - Matte - 1''

E3 EIFS Finish - Sand Pebble, SW 7598 Sierra Redwood - 2''

E2 EIFS Finish - Sand Pebble , SW 9099 Saddle Up- 2''

E4 EIFS Finish - Sand Pebble, SW 6125 Craft Paper - 2''

FC-200 Nichiha - Woodgrain Series - Vintagewood 1818, Redwood - Matte - 1''

FC-100 Nichiha - Woodgrain Series - Vintagewood 1818, Cedar - Matte - 1''

GLAZED SYSTEM TAG LEGEND

G1

Original Tag per architectural drawings

GL-IG-2 Glass

GL-IG-2T Glass

GL-IG-3 Glass

GL-IG-3T Glass

E7 EIFS Finish - Sand Pebble, SW 6083 Sable - 2''

Abbreviations:
R.O. - Rough Opening                        EJ - Expansion Joint
F.S. - Face of System                         CJ - Control Joint
F.O.P. - Face of the adjacent panel

General Notes:
Dimensions to be confirmed or revised by architect of record
Balcony ceiling has the same type of panel as front soffit.
Dimension of ACM panels are shown from face of finish to centerline 
of 1/2" panel joint and to face of other finish type. 
Dimensions of the parapet are up to the top of the parapet stud.

Metal Spandrel Panel

GL-IG-1 Glass

GL-IG-1T Glass

SNT-100 Pre-cast Stone Base - 1 1/2''

SNT-200 Anchored Stone Veneer - Granite - 1 1/2''

ACM-100 Composite Metal Panel - WRY Red - 2''

ACM-201 Composite Metal Panel - DQS Maroon - 2''

Trim, Alpolic Panel

WD-100 Portal Wood Accent, Luna Wood - 1''

FC-500B Nichiha - Woodgrain Series - Vintagewood 3030, Bark - Matte - Vertical  - 1''

FC-700 Nichiha - Woodgrain Series - Rough Sawn 3030, Espresso - Matte - Vertical  - 1''
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Alumawall Parapet Cap Flashing
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Exterior Elevations

ES 206

1/8" = 1'-0"1 South Elevation - East Tower (1/A-5.2.1)

1/8" = 1'-0"2 East Elevation - East Tower (2/A-5.2.0)

1/8" = 1'-0"4 East Elevation - West Tower
1/8" = 1'-0"5 South Elevation - Tower Transition (3/A-5.2.2)

1/8" = 1'-0"6 West Elevation - East Tower (1/A-5.2.2)

1/8" = 1'-0"7 West Elevation - Stair#5
1/8" = 1'-0"8 East Elevation - Stair#5

1/8" = 1'-0"9 North Elevation - Stair#5

REVISION BLOCK

Rev.
# Date Description

10/25/2022 Initial issue
R1 01/04/2023 - NF#1605:

Louver location has been updated
- "CRCR - confirmation the
undercut and RO calculation logic"
from RT Western - 10/17/2022

R2 02/20/2023 Email "Chicken Ranch Casino
Project RFI No_ AJ-2215-003 (Rev
0)" dated 13/02/2023:
- additional elevations of
decorative patio have been added;
- layout of composite metal panels
have been updated at exterior
walls, decorative patio.

R2
Email "Chicken
Ranch Casino

Project RFI No_
AJ-2215-003 (Rev

0)" dated
13/02/2023

The Suffolk team also accounted for the remote location in its 
approach to workforce management, procurement and utilities. 
Hiring subcontractors based in the Sacramento Valley was a major 
focus for the project, and many subcontractors have workers relocate 
to the Jamestown area during the workweek. The rural nature of the 
site also made it possible for the team to procure materials early 
and store them in a nearby warehouse. Based on market conditions, 
experience on other projects and feedback from the trades, the 
Suffolk team determined which items had long lead times and 
secured those as much as eight months ahead of installation.  
Finally, since the municipality doesn’t provide water, sewer or gas 
to the project, the team communicates frequently with the client to 
align schedules on when these utilities will be in service. 

Once complete, the Chicken Ranch Casino Resort will house a 
gaming floor with unparalleled views of the mountains and a nine-
story, 196-key hotel with a day spa, fitness center, roof-top pool, 
and a conference center. The careful planning and details present 
throughout the project ensure the property remains true to its roots 
and honors the surrounding lands. The project is expected to be 
complete in the second quarter of 2024.  
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WALL LAYERS COLOR CODE LEGEND

ACM-200 Composite Metal Panel - JLR Red - 2''

FC-300 Nichiha - Woodgrain Series - Vintagewood 1818, Spruce - Matte - 1 1/8''

FC-400 Nichiha - Woodgrain Series - Vintagewood 1818, Spruce - Matte - 1 1/8''

FC-500 Nichiha - Woodgrain Series - Vintagewood 1818, Bark - Matte - 1''

FC-200 Nichiha - Woodgrain Series - Vintagewood 1818, Redwood - Matte - 1''

FC-100 Nichiha - Woodgrain Series - Vintagewood 1818, Cedar - Matte - 1''

ACM-100 Composite Metal Panel - WRY Red - 2''

ACM-201 Composite Metal Panel - DQS Maroon - 2''

FC-500B Nichiha - Woodgrain Series - Vintagewood 3030, Bark - Matte - Vertical -  1''

Concrete

E1 EIFS Finish - Sand Pebble, SW-6100 Practical Beige - 2''

E3 EIFS Finish - Sand Pebble, SW 7598 Sierra Redwood - 2''

E2 EIFS Finish - Sand Pebble, SW 9099 Saddle Up- 2''

E4 EIFS Finish - Sand Pebble, SW 6125 Craft Paper - 2''

GLAZED SYSTEM TAG LEGEND

G1

Original Tag per architectural drawings

GL-IG-2 Glass

GL-IG-2T Glass

GL-IG-3 Glass

GL-IG-3T Glass

E7 EIFS Finish - Sand Pebble, SW 6083 Sable - 2''

Abbreviations:
R.O. - Rough Opening                 EJ - Expansion Joint
F.S. - Face of System                 CJ - Control Joint
General Notes:
Dimensions to be confirmed or revised by architect of record.
Dimensions of the parapet are up to the top of the parapet stud.

Metal Spandrel Panel

GL-IG-1 Glass

GL-IG-1T Glass

SNT-100 Pre-cast Stone Base - 1 1/2''

SNT-200 Anchored Stone Veneer - Granite - 1 1/2''

Trim, Alponic Panel

WD-100 Portal Wood Accent, Luna Wood - 1''

Flashing

Brake Metal

Clear Glass

Flashing

FC-700 Nichiha - Woodgrain Series - Rough Sawn 3030, Espresso - Matte - Vertical -  1''
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Exterior Elevations

ES 202

1/8" = 1'-0"2 South Elevation - Atrium East Side  (4/A5.1.0)
1/8" = 1'-0"1 South Elevation - Atrium West Side (4/A5.1.2)

1/8" = 1'-0"3 West Elevation - Convention Area (2/A5.1.3)
1/8" = 1'-0"4 East Elevation - Restrant (3/A5.1.3)

1/8" = 1'-0"9 Atrium - Clerestory South Elevation GL A1.2 (4/A5.1.0)
1/8" = 1'-0"8 Atrium - Clerestory South Elevation GL B1.2 (4/A5.1.2)

1/8" = 1'-0"7 Atrium - Clerestory West Elevation GL 2AA
1/8" = 1'-0"10 Atrium - Clerestory East Elevation GL 2AA

1/8" = 1'-0"6 Atrium - Clerestory North Elevation GL B1.5
1/8" = 1'-0"5 Atrium - Clerestory North Elevation GL A1.5

1/8" = 1'-0"15 Porte Cochere South Elevation GL 2B-2AB
1/8" = 1'-0"14 Porte Cochere South Elevation GL 1A-1B

1/8" = 1'-0"16 Porte Cochere South Elevation GL B1.8-A1.8

REVISION BLOCK

Rev.
# Date Description

11/04/2022 Initial issue
R3 03/24/2023 Email "Chicken Ranch Casino

Project RFI No: AJ-2215-001 (Rev
0)" dated 02/09/2023:
- additional callout plans of
expansion joints details have been
added.
Email "CRCR W-42 Window RO's"
Dated 03/11/2023:
- the size of the jamb installation
gap of window walls W-42 and
W-42A located in EIFS walls
changed to 3/4";
NF#1743:
- the size of ACM panels at views
7,8/ES 151 have been updated.

R3
NF#1743

The coordinated layout drawings for the exterior of the building.


